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BOROUGH  OF  WEDNESBURY. 


Report  upon  the  Health  of  Wednesbury, 

FOE  THE  YEAE  1900, 


BY 

WALTER  GARMAN,  M.D.,  Edin.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TO  THE  MAYOli  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  AVEDNESBURY 


TOWN  COL'NCIL. 


aMn.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1900.  The  statistics  are  calculated  upon  an  assumed  population 
of  26,000,  as  was  done  in  the  two  preceding  years.  In  the  course  of 
a  few  months  we  shall  obtain  the  figures  accurately  from  the  census 
returns.  The  Borough  Surveyor  tells  me  that  23  new  houses  have 
been  erected  during  the  year.  Further  T  have  ascertained  that  no 
liabitable  houses  are  at  present  void.  Such  dwellings  as  ai*e  unoccu¬ 
pied  are  closed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  owing  to  their  insanitary 
condition. 

I._VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Ths  number  of  births  registered  during  1900  was  925  (males  161, 
females  164)  which  is  ecpial  to  a  birih-rate  of  35‘5  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  was  399.  The 
deaths  from  all  causes^numbered  526,  which  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of 
20*2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  of  children  under  5 
years  of  age  numbered  266  or  50-05  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths.  Of 
these  161  were  under  one  year  of  age. 
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I  he  follo\\  ing  table  furnishes  an  analysis  of  deaths  under  5  years 
of  age  during  tlie  past  five  years  : — 


1S9G 1897 

is'js' 1899})  900 

Premature  Birth  and  Wasting  Diseases  ... 

75 

82 

69 

81 

64 

Bronchitis  and  PneumDiiia 

44 

33 

47 

30 

39 

Scarlatina  ... 

2 

6 

3 

4  ! 

INIeasles 

49 

8 

16 

•) 

59 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

10 

6 

12 

21 

1 

Diarrluea  ... 

5 

36 

59 

59 

43 

Diph^heria 

5 

■  1 

_ 

Dther  Causes 

81 

95 

46 

45 

56  1 

271 

267 

249 

241 

266 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  . 

51-3 

53*5 

51-2 

50-2 

50*05| 

These  figures  shew  what  has  been  observed  in  most  years,  viz  : 
the  oecui  renee  of  half  the  total  deaths  amongst  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  In  this  connection  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have 
stated  on  previous  occasions. 

The  next  table  gives  the  deaths  due  to  zymotic  disease,  116  in 
number  and  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  4*4  per  1000.  For  the  purjiose  of 
comparison  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  four  years  are 
incliuled  in  the  table  : — ^ 


1896 

1 

1897 

1  1  ' 

1898  1899!)  900; 

1 

Smalli)OX 

1 

1  _ 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever, — Simple  continued,  and  Typhoid  ... 

1 

4 

10 

4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

'  3 

10 

4 

6 

Measles 

1  53 

9 

18 

•> 

59 

Diphtheria  ... 

5 

‘> 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea 

39 

63 

65 

46  , 

AVhooping  Cough  ... 

10 

G 

12 

22 

*  1 

1 

1  otal  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

82  * 

1 

70 

103 

_ 

97 

1 

116 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

3*2 

2*7 

3*9 

3*7 

4*1 

Reference  must  be  made  to  the  very  fatal  nature  of  the  measles 
epidemic  which  occasioned  no  fewer  than  59  deaths.  It  is  dilhcult  to 
say  anything  upon  this  subject,  although  the  disease  was  responsible 
for  no  less  than  11*2  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes.  Public 
opinion  is, so  fa* , opposed  to  the  idea  of  isolating  measles  or  to  regarding 
the  disease  seriously  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  town  will  regard 
this  very  heavy  death-list  with  perfect  equanimity.  So  long  as  this  is 
the  case,  and  so  long  as  the  public  continue  to  view  measles  as  a  trifling 
ailment,  not  even  calling  for  medical  advice  until  some  serious  compli¬ 
cation  is  superadded  to  the  main  attack,  so  long  shall  we  continue  to 
record  a  long  list  of  fatal  cases  whenev'^r  the  disease  becomes  epidenuc. 
The  very  heavy  mortality  from  measles,  and  this  alone  accounts  for  the 
unusually  high  zymotic  death-rate,  viz  ;  —  4*4  per  1000,  a  rate  which  is 
altogether  excessive  for  Wednesbury,  and  the  highest  recorded  during 
the  past  decade. 

It  is  convenient  at  this  point  to  refer  to  the  working  of  the  Notifi¬ 
cation  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act  during  the  year  The  total  nund)er 
of  cases  notified  was  254  made  up  as  follows  :  Diphtheria  28  ;  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup  3  ;  Erysipelas  26  ;  Scarlet  Fever  154  ;  Enteric  Fever  42  ; 
and  Puerperal  Fever  1.  The  cost  to  the  town  for  these  notifications 
amounted  to  £31  15s.  Od.,  or£l'  4s.  6d.  per  1000  of  the  population. 
This  cannot  fail  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Council.  The  fact  that  no 
deaths  resulted  from  Diphtheria,  although  26  cases  were  notified, 
strikes  one  as  peculiar,  and  points  to  a  very  mild  type  of  the 
disease,  allowing  that  all  the  cases  notified  were  truly  diphtheritic 
in  character.  It  will  be  observed  that  no  fewer  than  154' 

cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified,  and  these  were  not  limited  to  any 
one  period  of  the  year,  but  were  spread  over  the  entire  twelve  months. 
Hei’e  again  it  maybe  said  that  the  type  of  the  disease  was  distinctly 
mild,  the  deaths  only  numbering  six.  The  returns  shew  that  42  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  during  the  year,  with  4  deaths,  a  number 
wldch  tends  to  indicate  that  many  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  that  92  houses  were 
disinfected  during  the  year.  Most  of  these  disinfections  were  after 
Scarlatina.  Seeing  that  a  large  number  of  the  cases  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  still  under  treatment,  and  that  in  some  instances  seveial 
cases  of  Fever  occurred  in  the  same  house,  this  record  may  be  regarded 
as  quite  satisfactory. 
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P^pidemio,  or,  as  we  may  almost  say  Endemic  Influenza  was 
responsible  during  the  year  for  10  deaths.  This  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted,  hut  up  to  the  present  time  no  means  are  available  for  con¬ 
trolling  the  spread  of  this  troublesome  and  fatal  malady.  It  is  almost 
a  pity  that  the  disease  has  no  constant  and  distinctive  rash  to  indicate 
the  presence  of  the  jxjison.  If  this  were  so,  the  affection  wouhl  be 
seriously  regarded  by  the  })ub!ie,  which  at  yn’esent  is  not  the  case. 

The  next  tnble  giv('s  the  mortalitv  from  ]ndmoi;arv  disease  :  — 

‘  vie 


VeaT'. 

Hi'onchitis  and 
Piiennioiiia. 

Phthisis. 

Total. 

1896 

96 

20 

116 

1897 

7.3 

26 

99 

1898 

97 

20 

117 

1899 

73 

21 

94 

1900 

83 

35 

118 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  vaccination  performed  during  the 
year  ending  June,  1900. 


IMrths 

Regis¬ 

tered. 

Success¬ 
fully  VilC- 
ciiuited. 

Insus¬ 

ceptible 

Dead 
un  vacci¬ 
nated. 

Medical 

postpone¬ 

ment. 

Certificates 
sent  in  of 
conscientious 
Objection 

Removals 

known. 

Removals 

unknown 

Defaulters. 

1 

945 

503 

7 

129 

21 

67 

15 

44 

159 

The  inquests  held  by  the  Coroner  numbered  26  and  may  be  thus 
classified  ;  — 


Natural  Causes  ...  ...  10 

Accident  ...  ...  ...  11 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  2G 


The  next  table  sets  forth  the  deaths  occurring  during  1900  from 
all  soui'ces,  classified  according  to  diseases  and  ages  for  the  four 
(juarters,  and  of  births  for  the  same  period  ; — 


Mortality  from  all  causes  Mortality  from  suhjoiiic*!  causes  ;  (listiiufuishing-  deaths  of 

at  subjoined  ajjes  children  juider  5  years  of  afje 
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UEBAN  DISTRICT  OP  WEDNESBURY. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1900. 


I  Deaths  in  wliole  District  at  subjoined  | 

Ages.  I  Deaths  in 

I - 'Localities 

Causes  of  Death.  Under  1  and  Sand  15  and  25  and  65  and'  (at  all 

1.  I  under  under  under  under  '  np-  ages. 

!  5  15.  I  25.  65.  wai'ds 


Small-pox 
Measles 
Seal  let  Fever 
Whooping  (Aingli  ... 
Diptlieria  it  Mem- 
hranous  Croup 
Croup 

l^” ever  - 

I  Other  cont’d 
Kpidemic  Influenza 
Cliolera  . 


pyphus 

Enteric 


1  t 


Plague  ... 

Oiarrhoea 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
llespi ratory  orga ns 
Alcoholism  _  7 

(hrrhosis  of  Liver  f 
Venereal  diseases... 
T*rematnre  Birth  .. 
Diseases  and  acci¬ 
dents  of  parturition  | 
Heart  diseases  ...  ' 
Accidents  ...  j 

Suicides..  ...  i 

All  other  causes  ... 


27 


1 


1.3 

G 


19 


3 

78 


All  causes  ...  IlGl 


1 

*  4') 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

59 

3  1 

0 

1 

1 

G 

1  ! 

1 

1 

1 

. 

1 

1 

9 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

10 

IG 

9 

1 

4G 

1 

1 

i. 

1 

9 

G 

29 

35 

7 

1 

9 

1 

1 

13 

17 

54 

i  11 

1 

1 

9 

1 

29 

1 

1 

! 

19 

1 

1 

15 

17 

34 

] 

1 

0 

5 

1 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

17 

5 

1 

GO 

40 

201 

105 

13 

15 

152 

80 

52G 

9 


Following  is  a  table  giving  the  average  birth-rate  and  zymotic 
rates  for  the  past  ten  years  ;  — 


Vear. 

1 

•  Estimated 
popnlation. 

Xo.  of 
Births. 

X"o.  of 
Deaths. 

1S91 

'2D,:m 

881 

514 

lS9l> 

j) 

966 

440 

n 

847 

473 

1894 

i 

55 

825 

402 

18S5 

872 

499 

1896 

51 

959 

528 

1897 

55 

89!) 

499 

1 898 

26,000 

938 

486 

1899 

55 

900 

480 

1900 

55 

925 

526 

Death-rate, 
per  1,000 '  ■ 
living. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Zymotic 

death-rate. 

20-3 

34-0 

1-6 

17-3 

o 

X 

• 

2-4 

18-7  . 

33-4 

F6 

15-8 

32-6 

2-4 

19-7 

34-4 

1-9 

20-8 

37-9 

3-2 

19-7 

35-5 

2-7  .  ' 

18-6 

36-0 

3-9 

18-4 

3  4 -.6 

3-7 

20-2 

35*5 

4-4 

Following  is  a  list  of  deaths  occurriim  duriim  the  vear  in  each 
street,  the  zymotic  deaths  being  separately  indicated 
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street. 

Heatlis  from 
all  eau.ses. 

Zymotic 

death.s. 

A (Idisoii  Street 

0 

o 

All)ert  Street... 

•••  •••  ••• 

11 

1 

Alma  Street  ... 

•> 

IJiniiingliam  Street 

1 

-Brookside 

1 

1 

Buteroft 

1 

BiLston  Hoad... 

7 

7 

Bruii.swick 'J’errace 

1 

Brunswick  Bark  Hoad  ... 

1 

Briglit  Street... 

5 

Brickkiln  Street 

5 

1 

Biidge  Street... 

13 

3 

(diapel  Street.  . 

4 

1 

Chapel  Street,  Kings  Hill 

4 

Corns  Street  ... 

1 

(Jainpliill  Lane 

i 

2 

Church  Hill  ... 

4 

( ’amp  Street  ... 

G 

3 

Church  Street 

15 

Church  Street,  Kings  Hill 

1 

(Jol)den  Street 

i 

Cook  Street  ... 

r- 

/ 

1 

(h-oss  Street  ... 

S 

3 

Crankhall  Lane 

3 

Helves 

•) 

Hale  Street 

5 

1 

Hangertield  Lane 

7 

•  > 

1  )arlaston  Hoad 

13 

Harlington  Street 

S 

1 

1  )ud ley  Street 

20 

5 

Elwell  Street  ... 

•  > 

O 

1 

Coley  Street  ... 

3 

Foster  Street  ... 

11 

G' 

Franchise  Street 

8 

1 

Friar  Street  ... 

•  > 

Croat  Western  Street  ... 

o 

1 

George  Street 

4 

1 

Hall  End 

4 

1 

High  Bullen  ... 

5 

2 

High  Street  ... 

< 

1 

J  till  Street  .... 

3 

Hydes  Lane  ... 

4 

Bobbins  Street 

G 

Hnbbs  Hoh;  ... 

1 

Holyhead  Hoad 

15 

1 

1 
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Street.  Deaths  from  Zymotic 

all  causes.  deaths. 


Holden  Koad  ... 

1 

1 

Hollies  Drive... 

'2 

1 

Kings  Hill 

lo 

3 

King  Street  ...  -  ... 

6 

1 

Lloyd  Street  ...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

Little  Hill 

1 

Ladbury’s  Lane 

6 

1 

Lea  Brook 

5 

•) 

Market  Place... 

•) 

mJ 

1 

]\lill  Street 

o 

1 

^Meeting  Street 

1 

5 

Moore  Street 

•) 

^loxley 

21 

4 

North  Street  ... 

1 

New  Street 

6 

Oakeswell  Street 

Old  Paik  Road 

d 

Old  Union  Street 

5 

o 

Oxford  Street 

9 

•) 

Perry  Street  ... 

T) 

1 

I’ie'-ey  Street  ... 

5 

1 

Pritchard  Street 

1 

Portway  Koad 

39 

14 

Potters  Lane  ... 

i 

3 

Park  Street  ... 

o 

Pinfold  Street 

3 

1 

t^ueen  Street  ... 

4 

Russell  Street... 

10 

o 

Kidding  Lane 

2 

School  Street... 

1 

School  Street  Kings  Hill 

1 

Short  Street  ... 

•> 

1 

St.  James’  Street 

5 

1 

Stafford  Street 

a 

1 

Terrace  Street 

4 

2 

Trouse  Lane  ... 

6 

3 

Union  Street  ... 

12 

.  2 

Vicarage 

4 

Victoria  Street 

2 

Wellcroft  Street 

(i 

•) 

Wood  Street  ... 

3 

Walsall  Road... 

4 

Walsall  Koad,  Kings  Hill 

12 

1 

Wood  Oreen  ... 

13 

1 

Windmill  Street 

4 

12 


SANITARY  WORK. 

A.ppeii(lc(l  is  cl  tciblG  slie\vi;ij^  tliG  work  cjirried  out  in  the  ScUiitciry 
inspector’s  Department  : — 


\'arious  Nuisances  reported  upon  for  Abatement. 

No.  of 
Nui.sances 
i  reported. 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
abatial. 

Defective  Drains  requiring  Opening  or  Cleaning  .. 

96 

92 

Spout  Drains 

12 

11 

Nuisances  arising  from  Want  of  Drains  ... 

4 

4 

,,  ,,  Keeping  of  Fowls,  I'tc. 

4 

4  i 

,,  ,,  Filthy  condition  of  Premises 

60 

60 

,,  ,,  Accumulation  of  Water  in 

Cellar . 

6 

6 

,,  ,,  Foul  or  Def(‘ctive  Urinal  ... 

4 

4 

,,  ,,  The  Overcrowding  of  Houses 

6 

6  I 

Swine  kei)t  as  to  he  ca  Nuisance  ... 

6 

6 

Unwholesome  Houses,  tilthy,  or  with  defective 
roofs 

53 

1 

49 

Houses  Disinfected,  Cleansed,  and  Puritied,  where 
Zymotic  Disease  has  occurred  .. 

92 

92 

Accumulation  of  Wash,  Deposits  of  Offensive 

7 

7 

Matter,  &c. 

Foul  and  Defective  Ashpits  or  Privies 

74 

68  ! 

Houses  w  here  the  Ashpit  or  Privy  belonging  there 
to  are  so  defective  as  to  require  reconstruction 

11 

10  1 

Foul  condition  of  Water  Closets  ... 

14 

14  , 

,,  ,,  Cisterns 

2 

2  j 

Defective  condition  of  Manure  Pits 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  ,,  Cesspools  ... 

2 

2  ! 

Private  Houses  require  connections  made  to  Public 
Sewer  ... 

18 

16 

Slaughter  Houses  i-equire  connections  made  to 
Public  Sewers  ... 

0 

1 

0 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 

6 

6 

Additional  Privies  required 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous 

3 

3 

Lodging  Houses  visited  by  day 

30 

,,  ,,  night  ... 

2 

i 

Preliminary  Notice  served 

315 

Final  Notices  served 

162 

1 

1 

Whitewash  Hrushes  lent  ... 

607 

Ashpits  and  Cisterns  cleansed 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  K'porteil 

3,703 

1 

497 

j 

Nuisances  not  abated  by  December  31st  ,  1900 

17 

1 

1 

rreeautions  against  infectious 


0) 

CO 

0^ 

CO 


•siJuiq?  ao  suosaad 
go  oanwodxa  Jog  suoigDiAUO^ 
•sSuiqg  ao  suosaad  pagoagui 
go  aansodxa  aog  suoignoasoaj 

•asTjasip  snoigoagui  go  aouagsixa 
SujXgigou  gou  aog  suoigoiAuoQ 

•assasip  snoigoaguj  go  aouagsixa 


•aseasjp  snoigoagui 
aagg-B  pagoaguisjp  S[ooLjog 

•astjasip  sno}goagui 
aaggn  pagoaguisip  sasnojj 

CM 

05 

•paAoagsap  ao  paAogs 
Suippaq  pagoagui  go  sgo^j 

•asn  aog  gigun 
S'e  pauiuapuoD  aag^AV  go  sa[(liut{g 

‘sisA'[b’us 

aog  uaqsg  aa^HAv  go  saiduu;^ 

•pageaaginpu 
punog  poog  go  sa[dLuo^ 

*S|sA{«UB 

aog  uaq^g  P^og  go  sa[dLusg 

^  . 

^  4-> 

3  •« 

X 

"3 

O 

O 


•poog  auiosa,oqA\uu  go  saanziag 

K5 

•siijgox 

o 

1— i 

LO 

ro 

CM 
r- J 

CO 

o 

vO 

CO 

•saouusinu  aaqgQ 

ro 

CO 

o 

f-H 

00 

•saouusinu  aqoing 

j 

•sapwag  aAjsuagjQ  |  :  :  j 

•gdaq  A[aadoadiui  scemiuy 

o 

vO 

o 

•saigsJdix 

VO 

o 

sO 

•Afddns  aag'B^YY 

:  ^  ; 

•sa[nug  aaqgQ 

r-t 

t-H 

o 

rH 

<x) 

o  c3  be 
^  ci 


•uoigoauuoosip  o^  j 
•sdtjj,  aAjgoagaQ 


o 

a> 


vO 

<X) 


(M 

a> 


•aanuuui  p.iu  asngoa  go  sgisodaQ  | 

c- 

rH 

i>- 

rH 

*8aiAU<-£  puB  sgidqsy  ) 

t- 

CO 

vO 

I 

•sguo^g  1 

* 

i 

1 

1 

sasnoq-aagqSnuig  | 

c- 

•sasnoqaqwg  j 

CM 

CM 

•sioaqsAvof)  i 

05 

tH 

iH 

•sdoqsqpjY  | 

1 

\ 

•sasnoq-SuiJgpoq-  | 

O 

K> 

to 

to 

iw  „  • 

-  M  X 

•uojgugiquq  aog  gqun  I 

O 

o 

vO 

^  x'3  C 
—  ^ 

•i^uip.AoaoaaAf)  | 

O 

vO 

o 

J  O  :S-= 

•sgoagap  |v?augonag^  |  :  !  T 

•suojgi{)uoo  ino  q  | 

hO 

lO 

to 

to 

O) 

'Jl 

c 

•  ^  « 

X  <S 

^  3 

OS  ,  f3 

X  Oi  C 

C  x 


-  hr? 

C3  — 

£  O'  c 
o  :S 
o  ~ 

3  3 


w 

■3  ?  fc,  m 

c  i;  x.iJ 
'S  c3 

y. 


c 

15  .5 
.£  5  ? 


X 

D 

C-* 

0) 

> 


o 

o 

o_ 

cc" 

(M 


14 


I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Hospital  was  not  cilled  into  requisi¬ 
tion  (luiing  the  for  the  treatment  of  Small-pox  patients  •  no  case 
of  tliA  disease  havdng  arisen.  Acting  however  upon  the  authority 
entrusted  to  me,  I  authorised  the  admission  to  our  wards  of  five  cases 
of  Scailatina,  which  were  being  treated  outside  under  wholly  unfavour¬ 
able  conditions.  Three  of  the  cases  were  removed  from  3  Addison 


Street,  ^vhele  other  brothers  and  sisters  were  in  the. same  liouse,  undiu* 
the  sole  care  of  the  mother.  Of  these  three  cases, one  a^i^ed  2  vears  died 
fourteen  days  after  admission.  The  fourth  case,  a  lad  from  65,  Church 
Street  was  under  the  care  of  his  widowed  mother,  who  also  superin¬ 
tended  the  remaining  four  or  five  children  and  maniged  a  small  shop. 
The  fifth  case  came  from  2  Court  6  House,  Bridge  Street  and  was  in 
equally  unfavourable  surroundings.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  explain  the  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  I  had  admitted  the  cases  to  Hospital.  At  this 
meeting  a  discussion  took  place  wdiich  indicated  a  feeling  in  favour  of 
ei'ecting  special  hospital  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlatinal 
cases,  where  the  home  accommodation  might  be  insufficient.  I  can 
only  no\v  express  a  hope  that  the  matter  may  go  further  than  mere 
discussion,  and  that  the  the  Sanitary  Committee  may  shew'  their  serious¬ 
ness  of  purpose  by  giving  practical  effect  to  the  feeling  then  e,\pressed. 
I  may  say  that  the  average  duration  of  the  treatment  in  hospital  of  the 
Scarlatinal  cases  was  six  w'eeks. 


I  take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  the  Council  that  so  far  my 
suggestions  wdth  reference  to  the  polishing  and  improving  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital  floors  have  not  been  carried  out,  nor  has  a  suitable  ambulance 
been  provided.  Possibly  before  my  next  Annual  Report  becomes  due, 
these  defects  may  have  been  remedied.  4'his  also  would  seem  to  be  the 
place  to  remind  the  Council,  that  no  effect  has  so  far  been  given  to  my 
recommendations  respecting  the  provision  of  proper  buckets  wdth  lids, 
for  the  removal  of  the  excreta  from  'Pyphoid  cases.  AVdien  1  reported 
upon  this  matter,  I  supplied  the  name  and  address  of  the  maker  of 
these  articles  together  wdth  the  price.  So  far  nothing  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Sanitary  Committee.  Seeing  that  no  fewer  than  42 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  treated  in  the  town  during  the  year, 
it  is  plain  that  a  large  number  of  middens  must  have  been  fouled  by 
the  typhoid  excrement.  This  must  mean  a  real  and  practical  danger 
to  the  inhabitants.  The  midden  system  at  best  is  an  unwholesome  and 


dansrerous  aiTanjrement.  But  surely  it  becomes  much  more  so,  if  an 
admixture  of  the  ordinary  midden  contents  with  typhoid  excreta  be 
permitted  to  occur.  I  would  recommend  that  the  matter  should  again 
receive  the  attention  of  your  Committee  ;  and  that  in  addition  to  the 
provision  of  the  needful  articles,  one  of  the  town’s  servants  be  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  systematic  removal  of  the  utensils  and  the  discharge 
of  the  excreta  directly  into  the  sewer. 

I  trust  it  may  appear  to  the  Council  that  none  of  the  foregoing 
recommendations  are  unreasonable  or  excessive,  and  consequently  that 
they  should  be  carried  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  town’s  health. 
Obviously  by  such  co-operation  alone  is  it  possible  for  your  Health 
Officer  to  work  for  the  improvement  of  sanitation,  and  I  can  assure  you 
that  practical  encouragement  of  this  kind  is  urgently  needed  by  me 
ill  the  discharge  of  duties  which  are  of  great  importance,  but  which 
cannot  be  accomplished  without  your  generous  support. 

The  vaccination  record  for  the  3’ear  ending  June  30th,  1900,  is 
very  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  does  not  shew  such  an 
improvement  as  I  anticipated.  The  fact  that  there  were  159  defaulters 
who  refused  vaccination,  taken  together  with  the  fact  that  no  prose¬ 
cutions  w'ere  instituted  by  the  persons  responsible  for  the  proper 
working  of  the  Vaccination  Acts,  shews  that  no  proper  system  has 
been  followed,  and  that  means  created  for  giving  effect  to  the  require 
ments  of  the  Act  have  been  completely  neglected.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
speak  here  of  the  uniform  excellence  of  the  calf  lymph  supplied  by  the 
Government,  the  results  obtained  by  its  use  have  been  all  that  could 
be  desired.  Of  the  total  number  of  vaccinations  done,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  a  considerable  number  consisted  in  vaccination  in  one 
place  only.  Experience  has  shewn  that  the  protection  against  Small¬ 
pox  thus  afforded  is  very  transient,  and  such  a  practice  cannot  be  too 
strongly  condemned.  My  reason  for  emphasising  this  point  again  and 
again  is  that  when  we  presently  have  to  deal  with  the  inevitable  visita¬ 
tion  of  Small-pox,  a  number  of  such  imperfectly  protected  persons 
will  certainly  contract  the  disease.  The  opponents  of  vaccination  will 
adduce  such  cases  as  evidence  of  the  inefficiency  of  vaccination,  and 
tlius  endeavour  to  bring  the  operation  into  disrepute.  Hence  I  con¬ 
sider  it  advisable  to  keep  the  point  prominently  in  evidence.  With 
regard  to  vaccination  by  one  insertion  I  may  say  that  .such  a  practice 


IG 


should  he  prohibited.  Probably  in  order  to  do  this  effectively,  public 
Vaccinators  throughout  the  country  should  bring  the  matter  before 
the  General  Medical  Council  who  might  be  disposed  to  insist  upon  the 
abolition  of  the  practice. 

The  following  properties  may  be  mentioned  as  amongst  those  that 
have  been  improved  during  the  year  :  — 

1  to  20,  Dale  Street  Terrace.-  These  })remises  have 
been  redrainod,  the  paving  restored,  sinks  and  woodwork  put  in 
order  ;  also  ashpits  and  privies  put  into  a  sanitary  condition. 

8,  Lower  Dudley  Street. —Additional  privy  erected  and 
the  premises  effectually  drained. 

91  to  100,  .Albert  Street. —  01dwatercour.se  removed  and 
each  house  connected  to  the  public  Sewer. 

Waterworks  Cottages  and  65  and  66,  Cburcli 

Hill. — Dumbwell  used  for  drainage  purposes  tilled  up  and  3  houses 
connected  to  public  sewer,  ashpits  and  privies  made  sanitary. 

23  to  25  Lower  High  Street. — Additional  privj  erected 
and  ashpit  made  sanitary. 

40  to  44,  Portway  Hoad. — Four  houses  closed  and  the 
whole  afterwards  repaired  and  amended  as  to  be  made  sanitary 
dwellings  ;  also  outbuildings  repaired. 

Temperance  Hall. — Old  privy  and  privy  cisterns  removed 
and  water-closet  erected. 

60,  61  and  62,  Holyhead  Koad.— W  ater-course  to 
Albert  Street  closed  and  the  premises  drained  into  the  public  sewer  in 
Holyhead  Road. 

110  and  111,  Albert  Street.- Ashpit  and  privy  removed 
and  water  closet  erected. 

112  and  ]55,  Albert  Street.— Ashpits  and  privies  re-con¬ 
structed. 
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I  have  in  conclusion  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  T  have  received 
during  the  year  from  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

AVALTEU  G ARMAN,  AI.O  H. 
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